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Seventh Grade Quarter 1 

Reading 

Students will: • critique a piece of literature by citing textual evidence to support an analysis 
• determine themes found in a text and analyze its development 
• analyze how elements of literature impact the story 
• analyze multiple points of view 
• Identify patterns and compare multiple mediums of a single text 
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support Materials & 

Resources 

7 RL 1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.   
(Level: Interpret, Infer, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Cite Evidence) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Student identifies several specific instances in the text to 
support an explicit or inferential analysis of the text. 
Citations may be written or orally presented.   
In a formal (e.g., essay, literary response, summary, 
presentation, etc.) or informal (e.g., discussion, journal 
response, etc.) written or oral response to literature, 
students paraphrase or quote directly from the literature to 
support their analysis or inference.  
Students read a piece of historical fiction and support the 
events using primary source documents. 
Connections:   
SS07.S1C1.05, SS07.S2C1.05, ET07.S3C2.02  
Source: commoncore.org 
 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

& Assessments 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f7th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f7th%20Grade&Folder
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Resources 

 
Graphic Organizer 
Grade 7 Unit 2 
As you read a novel that is set in the Middle Ages, take 
notes in your journal about how the characters are affected 
by the time period in which they lived. Be sure to make 
notes of page numbers with relevant information or mark 
your text with a sticky note so you can go back and cite the 
text during class discussion. 
• Where was that person’s place in the feudal system? 
• What was his or her economic status? 
• Where did the character live, and why? 
• What did the character’s parents do, and what does this 
mean for the character? 
• What was that character’s context? What was happening 
in the world? 
• What was a typical day like for this person? 
Your teacher may give you the opportunity to share your 
notes with a partner who read the same text, prior to class 
discussion. 
(RL.7.3, RL.7.9, RL.7.1) 

7 RL 2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary of the text.        
(Level: Distinguish, Identify Patterns) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students identify theme as an underlying message an 
author conveys in a story.  Students identify a theme or a 
central idea in a text and they are able to follow it through 
an entire text.     
Students summarize the theme or central idea as it 
develops through the text. 
In Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor, the 
theme of perseverance is evident and can be followed 
throughout the novel. Students analyze the development of 
the theme over the course of the novel by finding 
examples. Students can then write a summary identifying 
evidence of the theme in the novel. 
Source: commoncore.org 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

& Assessments 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f7th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f7th%20Grade&Folder
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Resources 

 
Literature Response 
Grade 7 Unit 5 
While reading Eva by Peter Dickinson, take notes in your 
journal about how the author comments on human beings’ 
impact on the ecology of the earth.  Did this book make you 
think more about this issue? Why or why not?  Defend your 
answer, citing specific information from the text.  
(RL.7.1, RL.7.2) 

7 RL 3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or 
drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot). 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students examine how literary elements affect one 
another. 
After reading Guy de Maupassant’s “The Necklace”, 
students identify how the setting in a modest, small 
apartment in France impacts the main character and her 
subsequent choices. 
Students analyze how environmental risks interact with 
biological or geological systems.   
Connection: 
SC07.S3C1.01 
Source: commoncore.org 
Literature Response 
Grade 7 Unit 1 
While reading The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen 
Cushman, think about how a nameless girl becomes a 
memorable character. Write a response to this question in 
your journal: “How does an author develop memorable 
characters?” 
(RL.7.3) 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

& Assessments 

7 RL 6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the 
points of view of different characters or narrators 
in a text. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students recognize and explain the various points of view 
(e.g. omniscient, first person, third person, objective, 
limited omniscient) of different characters or narrators in a 
text as evidenced by how their perspectives differ from one 
another throughout the text.    

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

& Assessments 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f7th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f7th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f7th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f7th%20Grade&Folder
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Resources 

 
Example: 
O. Henry’s “The Gift of the Magi”, the two characters want 
to give each other something for the other one’s prized 
possession. Each character has a limited point of view until 
each one is revealed in the irony at the end.   
Students recognize in A Separate Peace by John Knowles, 
that Gene and Phineas have different points of view as to 
what happened to Phineas when he fell off the tree limb. 
Their perspectives can be followed throughout the novel 
until the end.   
Students compare and contrast the points of view of the 
North and South during the Civil War.   
Connection:  
SS07.S1C6  
Source: commoncore.org 
Graphic Organizer 
Grade 7 Unit 3 
As you read Milkweed  by Jerry Spinelli, compare it to The 
Diary of A Young Girl by Anne Frank, take notes in your 
journal about how the characters in Milkweed have 
experiences similar to and different from those of Anne 
Frank. Be sure to note page numbers with relevant 
information, or mark your text with sticky notes, so you can 
go back and cite the text during class discussion. 
• Where did the character live? 
• What was that character’s context? What was happening 
in the world? 
• What was a typical day like for this person? 
• How is the character’s experience similar to Anne 
Frank’s? 
• How is the character’s experience different from Anne 
Frank’s? 
Your teacher may give you the opportunity to share your 
notes with a partner, prior to class discussion.  
(RL.7.2, RL.7.6) 
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Resources 

 
7 RL 7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or 

poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia 
version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique 
to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or 
camera focus and angles in a film). (Level: 
Compare, Identify Patterns) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students read a story, drama, or poem and either listen to 
an audio version or watch a filmed, staged, or multimedia 
version to compare and contrast the two pieces in an effort 
to critique the effects of techniques unique to each. 
Students compare and contrast the effect Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem “Paul Revere’s Ride” has on 
them to the effect they experience from a multimedia 
dramatization of the event presented in an interactive 
digital map), analyzing the impact of different techniques 
employed that are unique to each medium. 
Students compare and contrast the text of a speech and 
then watch it presented on video to analyze the effects 
unique to each medium. An example of this could be 
reading and viewing Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” speech.   
Connection:  
SS07.S1C6 
Source: commoncore.org 
Media Appreciation 
Grade 7 Unit 4 
Compare the book, The Call of the Wild by Jack London, to 
the movie version. Write your ideas down in your journal or 
mark your text with sticky notes. Be sure to cite specific 
similarities and differences between both versions. (RL.7.7) 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

& Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f7th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f7th%20Grade&Folder

